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was probably an attempt to follow the English prac-
tice. The fact is that the Commission were very
deeply influenced by Macaulay's Report and by the
experience of England, and in this particular point
they were, no doubt, misled by an impression which
had become prevalent,1 that the English Civil Ser-
vice Commissioners have exercised, at least at times, a
real supervision over the selected candidates for the
Indian service.
Finally the Report recommended that the Grand
Examination should be abolished, not only in Hol-
land, but in the Indies also; and, in fact, it was not
proposed to have any members of the service recruited
in the East, for none of the degrees or offices required
as a qualification for candidates were such as could
be obtained without a European education.
Comments made upon the Report
This Report has not yet been acted upon by the
Government, but it has naturally given rise to a great
deal of discussion; and, judging from what the writer
was enabled to gather in Holland both from the Press
and from conversation with men whose official positions
had led them to consider the matter, there was a very
general agreement with much of the Commission's
criticism of the existing system, but far less approval
of the plan it proposed. The feeling, for example,
1 Chailley-Bert, Compte Rendu, op. cit., pp. 329, 334; " La Colo-
nisation de I'lndo-Chine," pp. 240, 247; Boutmy, " Le Recrutement
des Adrninistrateurs Coloniaux," pp. 78, 79, 81.